PRESS RELEASE
NEW YORK MERCANTILE EXCHANGE AND 
MEXICAN DERIVATIVES EXCHANGE SIGN LICENSE AGREEMENT

NEW YORK, N.Y., October 17, 2005 -- The New York Mercantile Exchange, Inc., today signed a License Agreement with the Mexican Derivatives Exchange (MexDer) to allow the use of its Henry Hub Price natural gas futures settlement price as a reference point for a natural gas futures contract to be traded on MexDer.    
This License Agreement is the first step towards listing the NYMEX natural gas futures contract in Mexico. 

In attendence at this morning’s signing were: NYMEX Chairman Mitchell Steinhause; Guillermo Prieto Treviño, chairman of Mexican Stock Exchange and MexDer; Jorge Alegría Formoso, general director of MexDer; Arturo Sarukhan, Mexican General Consul in New York; Mr. Eduardo Ramos-Gomez, President of the Mexican Chamber of Commerce; Mr. Raúl Cervantes from the Mexican Chamber of Commerce; Lic. Gabriela Basurto, from the Ministry of Finance (SHCP); el Lic. Gabriel Sod-Hoff from J.P. Morgan and Mr. Alejandro Reynoso del Valle, Managing Director for Corporate Strategy from the Mexican Stock Exchange.

Mr. Steinhause said, “We are pleased to work with MexDer in their efforts to launch a natural gas futures contract.  This agreement is consistent with our global expansion plan, and we look forward to providing risk management solutions to Mexico.” 

Mr. Prieto said, “The price volatility of natural gas in the international markets, creates an uncertain environment for the consumers.  The contract signed today is of remarkable importance to the Mexican economy because it will facilitate the launch of financial instruments for Mexican consumers to hedge their risk in the same way that it is done in the international markets.” 

Mr. Alegría added, “Signing this agreement represents our effort to work hand-in-hand with the Mexican authorities to support to the Mexican firms facing a competitive and uncertain environment. We are very glad to offer efficient futures pricing mechanisms for natural gas, and we are certain that futures contracts will give more flexibility to our clients, allowing them to hold leveraged long and short positions.”

###

Forward Looking and Cautionary Statements
This press release may contain forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act, with respect to our future performance, operating results, strategy, and other future events. Such statements generally include words such as could, can, anticipate, believe, expect, seek, pursue, and similar words and terms, in connection with any discussion of future results.  Forward-looking statements involve a number of assumptions, risks, and uncertainties, any of which may cause actual results to differ materially from the anticipated, estimated, or projected results referenced in forward-looking statements.  In particular, the forward-looking statements of NYMEX Holdings, Inc., and its subsidiaries are subject to the following risks and uncertainties: the success and timing of new futures contracts and products; changes in political, economic, or industry conditions; the unfavorable resolution of material legal proceedings; the impact and timing of technological changes and the adequacy of intellectual property protection; the impact of legislative and regulatory actions, including without limitation, actions by the Commodity Futures Trading Commission; and terrorist activities and international hostilities, which may affect the general economy as well as oil and other commodity markets.  We assume no obligation to update or supplement our forward-looking statements.
